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MESSAGE FROM THE PLANNERS 

 

    It is not too early to plan your trip to the 2010 

reunion in Seattle. When making your reservations 

at the Red Lion Inn, be sure to identify your 

group as SAC ACCA . The Red Lion is also pet 

friendly. Note that a $50 refundable deposit is re-

quired, however. 

     

    Study the details we have provided in this edi-

tion of the Flyer. Then, make your plans, choose 

your activities and join us in Seattle, September 

 8-12, 2010. We look forward to showing you our 

beautiful Pacific Northwest. 

 

Deb & Elaine Laughery 

 

From the President 
 

Jim Dart 

 
    Now is the time to plan ahead! Seattle will be here 

in less than 12 months and we would like to see as 

many of you as possible coming out and seeing old 

friends and making some new ones. 

 

    Things have been busy for the Board and for a 

couple of members whoôve stepped up to the plate 

for some very important tasks. First, is our reunion 

planner, Deb Laughery and his family, who have 

jumped in with both feet and have come up with a 

fantastic itinerary that will occupy your time and in-

terests be they aircraft, shopping or dining. We 

should have a heck of a time. In this edition of the 

newsletter they tell us what has been planned so 

please look it over and start now to come join the 

fun.  

 

    Our second person of note is Jim Bostick. Jim vol-

unteered to create a new web page that is now up and 

running. You will find it at: 

 

                             www.sac-acca.org 

 

    It is more user-friendly and catches the eye. Also, 

thanks to his hard work, I want everyone to know 

that nothing from the old web site was lost. Thatôs 

right, nothing was lost; everything was saved from 

See President  on Page 3 
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Strategic Air Command Airborne Command Control 
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SAC ACCA Recognition at 

Virginia War Memorialôs 

Cold War Seminar 
 

Wilton Curtis 

 
    On August 4, 2009, twenty-five history teachers from 

central Virginiaôs middle and high schools attended a full-

day workshop on some aspects of the Cold War spon-

sored by the Virginia War Memorial in Richmond. Three 

of the four presenters were Francis Gary Powers, Jr., 

Founder of the Cold War Museum and son of Gary Pow-

ers, the famous U-2 pilot; Werner Juretzko, former G-2 

Intelligence Operative who was caught in 1955 by the 

East German Stasi and spent six years in their under-

ground torture chamber; and Lt. Commander Jim Smith, 

USN (Ret.), USS Liberty survivor, discussing the June 8, 

1967 attack on the USS Liberty by the country of Israel. 

 

    Using a power point program of my own design, SACôs 

Airborne Command and Control System and its key role 

in the Cold War was the subject of the fourth presentation. 

Beginning with a brief history of the Strategic Air Com-

mandôs mission, capabilities and underground command 

facilities, the origins of the ñLooking Glassò concept in 

1960 were shown. The 3 Feb 1961 beginning of continu-

ous airborne flights followed by the April 1962 expansion, 

to include the three numbered Air Force AUXCPôs was 

discussed (PACCS). A special emphasis was placed on 

the importance of  the more than twenty-nine  years of 

continuous flights that didnôt end until 24 July 1990. 

 

    Among the forty-two slides shown was a variety of 

photos copied from the internet.  There  were pictures of 

the interior of an EC-135C, scanned diagrams from the 

EC-135Côs Dash-2, portions of articles from a 1970 issue 

of the Omaha World-Herald and a 1974 issue of  Combat 

Crew magazine, and personal pictures of aircraft snapped 

at the ñBone Yardò in Tucson as well as photos of the 

PACCS Memorial located at the National Museum of the 

USAF at Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio. 

 

    SAC ACCAôs mission of ñRecording, Preserving and 

Celebrating the Legacy of PACCSò was emphasized. A 

bibliography containing twenty-two resources, both elec-

tronic and paper-based, was distributed and some copies 

of the Associationôs informational brochure and newslet-

ters  were made available for those interested in learning 

more.  

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

the guestbook which has messages from members, some 

of whom are no longer with us. 

 

    Jim is adding more and more to the site like links for 

2010 Reunion information. Photos, history, a section ti-

tled ñThere I Wasò and our newsletter, both current and 

past editions, will also be posted. There will be a Feed-

back section to help him by posing questions and making 

suggestions on how  to make the site even better. 

 

    So, where are we now? Jim has done the heavy lifting 

and we have a new web page. We need your help and 

participation. We need your photoôs, stories, anything 

you have on the Looking Glass, your squadron, etc., so 

we can populate the web page with information that 

made us what we are and tells the story of the important 

mission to which we all contributed in helping to win the 

Cold War. 

 

    Members like Deb and Jim are what make this a great 

association of which to be a part. When something needs 

to be done or planned someone always steps up to help. 

Between reunions, the Board takes steps to carry out the 

wishes of the members and to work with and guide the 

next reunion chairperson. This association is nothing 

without its members. I say that with emphasis because 

we want and need your input, suggestions and comments 

on how we can make this organization better. 

 

    To repeat, we are now less than 12 months until our 

Seattle Reunion. Now is the time to start making plans 

to attend! Now is the time to contact an old flying buddy 

and ask him or her to come to Seattle to have a few 

laughs with old friends. I hope to see you all there. 

 

Norm Goetz and Fred Kemp at PACCS Memorial, NMUSAF 

Fred Kemp and Al Yaroch On Board  Air Force Museumôs EC-121D 

 

    

     

Air Force Honor Guard at PACCS Memorial Bench Dedication 
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President From Page 1 

 

Some representative photos from the 2008 Reunion 

Charlie Jones at Dayton Aviation Heritage National Historical Park 


