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See President on Page 3  

FROM THE PRESIDENT  

 
Jim Dart 

 
    Greetings to each of you and I hope this newsletter 

finds you all well as we head into the summer 

months. With that in mind we are a little over 90 

days away from the 2010 reunion in Seattle. As of 

the last report from our Reunion Chairman, Deb 

Laughery, we have 27 rooms booked so far and as he 

points out, we would love to see another 27 reserved. 

For those of you still contemplating upon attending, 

FROM THE PLANNERS  
 

Deb Laughery  & Kris Mizutowicz 

 
    As registration forms have begun to be received, it 

has been noted that the formôs design for the activities 

on Thursday, September 9,  have inadvertently  led to 

some confusion. It has been revised. The transportation 

for that date applies to the Boeing and Pike Place tours 

as well as transportation to dinner that evening. If you 

have already returned your registration and did not in-

clude the transportation fee of $17.50 per person for 

the 9th, please mail the treasurer a separate check 

unless you will be using a personal or rental car all day. 

    We apologize for any unintended confusion. 

Room Reservations 
 

Red Lion Inn, Bellevue, WA 

Call (425) 455-5240 

Use group code: SAC-ACCA Reunion 
A limited number of rooms have been  

reserved at the reduced, special rate of  

$102/night (breakfast incl.) Any remaining   

rooms will be cancelled after August 8th! 

Reunion Reservation Form 
 

Must be received by August 8th! 

Use the form printed elsewhere  

in this newsletter. 
As vendors must be contacted with  

accurate counts, please mail your form in  

time for it to reach the treasurer by  

August 8th. There can be no exceptions. 
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AT THE TAIL END OF  

THE COLD WAR:  

EC-135s Fly in a Hot War! 
 

by 

Greg Ogletree, SAC/ACCA Historian 

TSgt Carl R. Hall, USAF (Ret.) 

 
    Much has been written about the Cold War but 

comparatively little has been recorded about the ma-

chines used during that period. Even less has been 

documented about the tactical uses of some of what 

had been intended as strictly strategic systems. I had 

heard that a few of Strategic Air Commandôs EC-135 

airborne command post (ABNCP) aircraft were flown 

over to the Southwest Asia region during the Gulf 

War but I had never learned why or exactly what 

they did-and I was even an EC-135 crew member at 

the time! What follows is the little-known story of the 

self-styled ñ1703d Airborne Command Control 

Squadronò and some of the people who helped per-

form its mission. But first, a brief review of the 

weapon system in its strategic role is in order, as well 

as a look at the organizational structure that sup-

ported it.  

 

    The primary purpose of the EC-135 aircraft was 

command and control of our surviving nuclear forces 

after an atomic attack on the United States. For this 

reason, the SAC ABNCP ñLooking Glassò was often 

referred to as The Doomsday Machine because most 

people believed a nuclear war would be mankindôs 

final war -not only the War to End All Wars but also  

the war that would most probably end the human 

race as well. 

 

    Initially, in the 1960s, the mission was performed in 

modified KC-135s flown by aircrews assigned to air 

refueling squadrons. The additional communications 

equipment carried aboard these aircraft was primi-

tive by todayôs standards and consisted of little more 

than high frequency (HF) radios. These were oper-

ated and maintained by communications specialists at 

the respective bases where the aircraft were assigned. 

As requirements and capabilities increased, the highly 

modified KCs were redesignated as EC-135s. The 

crews were a hodgepodge of people pulled from sev-

eral different organizations. The command and con-

 

 

See EC-135s Fly in a Hot War on Page 6 
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President from Page 1 

 

time is running out. So, please come on out and I know 

youôll have a great time. 

 

    Deb and his family have worked hard and have come 

up with an itinerary that will help you enjoy the Seattle 

area; not to mention that you will have plenty of time to 

catch up with old friends and make some new ones along 

the way. The final event of our reunion, as with every 

reunion, is the banquet dinner. As with our last reunion 

we will have a few laughs and maybe even a few sur-

prises. You never know what might happen or to whom. 

 

    As with every reunion we will hold our business meet-

ing. This will include reports from each of the officers on 

the state of our association since the last reunion: our 

finances, a membership report, web page update and, 

most importantly, the need to decide the location of our 

next reunion in 2012. Any volunteers? If anyone has top-

ics for the business meeting please email any of the offi-

cers with the subject and the amount of time you might 

need. Finally, we will be nominating and voting on offi-

cers to guide the organization for the next two years. 

 

    With Memorial Day having just passed, please remem-

ber to keep all of our Service men and women in your 

thoughts and prayers and especially those that have paid 

the ultimate price for this nation of ours. 

 

    Hope to see all of you in Seattle. 

 

********  

Freedom Is Not Free   

Kelly Strong  

 I watched the flag pass by one day. 

It fluttered in the breeze. 

A young Marine saluted it, 

and then he stood at ease. 

I looked at him in uniform 

So young, so tall, so proud, 

He'd stand out in any crowd. 

I thought how many men like him 

Had fallen through the years. 

How many died on foreign soil? 

How many mothers' tears? 

How many pilots' planes shot down? 

How many died at sea? 

How many foxholes were soldiers' 

graves? 

No, freedom isn't free. 

 

I heard the sound of TAPS one night, 

When everything was still 

I listened to the bugler play 

And felt a sudden chill. 

I wondered just how many times 

That TAPS had meant "Amen," 

When a flag had draped a coffin 

Of a brother or a friend. 

I thought of all the children, 

Of the mothers and the wives, 

Of fathers, sons and husbands 

With interrupted lives. 

I thought about a graveyard 

At the bottom of the sea 

Of unmarked graves in Arlington. 

No, freedom isn't free. 

From: www.thememorialdaytribute.com 



 

 
 

Keynote Speech Summary 
 

Editorôs Note: SAC ACCA Member, Justin E. Loucks, 

recently provided a copy of the speech he delivered as 

the Keynote Speaker for the 20th Reunion of the 

WWABNCP System Program Office (SPO) at Tinker 

AFB, Oklahoma more than twenty-three years ago. Due 

to space limitations, it has been edited, with his permis-

sion, to fit this issue of the Flyer. LTC Loucks (USAF, 

Ret)  had extensive experience with  WWABNCP pro-

grams that included: 

       67-70: Barksdale AFB, Achieve-Axel 22 

       70-73: Ellsworth AFB, 4ACCS 

       73-77: Hickham AFB, 9ACCS Blue Eagle 

       77-79: Langley AFB, 6ACCS Scope Light 

       79-83: Offutt AFB 1st & 2nd ACCS, HQ SAC DOCA 

    He also experienced orientation flights with Grayson, 

TACAMO and Silk Purse aircraft and after retirement, 

served as Program Manager for the Pacer Link Program 

for the upgrade of 39 EC-135 aircraft and has flown test 

flights on EC-135C,J,H,P, and L  Models. 

 

   As the story is told, President Kennedy was visiting the 

Strategic Air Commandôs Underground Command Post 

and had just received a briefing from the Air Force Chief 

of Staff, General Curtis Lemay, and CINCSAC General 

Powers on the Commandôs strategic forces which at that 

time included 571 B-52ôs, 889 B-47ôs, 62 Atlas and one 

Titan and one Minuteman Missile Squadron among its 

inventory. The president was briefed that this awesome 

nuclear force was under positive command and control 

from the underground headquarters. 

     

    President Kennedy asked if the HQ was targetable and 

could it be neutralized by an enemy strategic force? Both 

generals answered in the positive, ñyes,ò and the presi-

dent followed up with the question ñhow do you propose 

to continue positive command and control of the SAC 

Forces if this headquarters is neutralized?ò There was no 

good answer. As the story goes, the president then asked 

if this command and control capability could be made 

more survivable by putting it in an aircraft?  

 

    This idea generated a stream of activity to produce an 

Airborne Command and Control capability. Five KC-

135A tankers were modified with a configuration of one 

4-place table and one 2-place table and four high fre-

quency radios. These first five aircraft were 007, 011, 

018, 019 and 022. Oklahoma City, Tinker AFB MMC 

Weapons Division personnel worked with SAC to de-

velop these aircraft-code name BIG CHIEF. On 1 Jul 

 

1960, these five aircraft were placed on a 15-minute re-

sponse to be airborne from a ground alert posture. The 

six-month test program proved conclusively the concept 

of survivable airborne command. On 3 February 1961, 

General Powers declared that LOOKING GLASS was 

fully operational and would fly 24 hours a day continu-

ously with a general officer on board acting for the CINC 

with the authority and command and control capability to 

provide positive direction to the SAC Forces. Recently, 

the SAC ABNCP celebrated twenty-five years of con-

tinuous airborne alert, logging over a quarter of a million 

accident-free flying hours. 

 

    In 1961, there were ten KC-135 aircraft assigned 

which increased to fifteen in 1962 with three more KC-

135Hôs assigned to HQ Command as NIGHT WATCH II 

aircraft. The first major modification was the addition of 

sound proofing and in 1962, OCAMAôs MMC, in con-

junction with ASD High Altitude Communication Sec-

tion, added an ITT Kelloge 1366 Manual Switchboard 

which is still being used on some models. Also, the ECI 

ACC-1 and the FCC-17 redesignated ACC-2 built by 

Linkert was added.  

 

     By this time, SAC had divided its fleet and positioned 

aircraft at March AFB (15th), Westover AFB (8th) and 

Barksdale AFB (2nd) and was using rapid relay aircraft 

called PINCHERSï B-47ôs with three ART-42 transmit-

ters and three ARR-68 receivers added in the bomb bayï 

code name PIPE CLEANER. The co-pilot or the EWO 

would act as a radio operator.  Condensation would accu-

mulate in the bomb bay during descent from altitude of-

ten shorting out the equipment. 

 

    1965 was a banner year for the ABNCP system. SAC 

got the first EC-135 aircraft, C-models, as well as A,G 

and L models to replace the EB-47Lôs. NIGHT WATCH 

II gave its H-models to USAFE and CINCPAC got five 

EC-135Pôs. NIGHT WATCH III took three C-Models 

and converted them to EC-135Jôs.  

 

    During the 1962-1965 era, Boeing was modifying air-

craft almost continuously. Not only aircraft configuration 

modifications, but also major equipment updates were 

going on simultaneously. The UHF teletype capability 

ADC 101 was added along with the ARC-89 system, 

ACC-3 by ECI and automatic switchboard 2059. E-

Systems was a major contributor during the 1966 time 

frame converting Côs to Jôs. In 1966, ESD developed the 

ARC-96, 20,000 watt TX, with a contract to Westing-

house and one to Collins for the development of a 5-mile 

long trailing wire antenna. This system has been  >>>>> 
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beset with problems    

 

    In 1970, the big funding crunch hit and PAC and EUR 

ceased continuous airborne operations and initiated 

ground alert operations. SAC reorganized, moving from 

March AFB to Ellsworth and Barksdale went to Grissom, 

eliminating Westover. We now have a West and an East 

AUXCP with LOOKING GLASS in the middle. 

 

    1973 saw the beginning of operations for the CIN-

CLANT ABNCP. 1974 brought the production of an E-

4A with three being delivered in 1976. 1979 ushered in 

the E-4B with the conversion of Aôs and Bôs being com-

pleted in 1983.  

 

    Those of you that were in or near the system will rec-

ognize many or all of the following call signs: 

 

   LOOKING GLASS   DROP KICK    VERDICT 

   BLUE EAGLE          SILK PURSE    SCOPELIGHT 

   SILVER DOLLAR   ZENITH            AXEL 

   GRAYSON               ACHIEVE         STEPMOTHER 

   PINCHER                 UPKEEP            SKYKING 

 

    The SPO had many notable system upgrades from the 

installation of Minuteman Airborne Launch Control ca-

pability and the SPO acquisition of the high altitude ra-

diation system called ñHARDS.ò The ADC 101 and TGC

-14ôs were replaced by the ARA-60, the UGC 129ôs and 

the TE-204 and CV-786. Replacement of the ART-42 

with the ART-47 and the ARR-68 with the ARR-7 mini-

gear occurred as well as installation of TAC-SATCOM 

and its replacement with AFSATCOM. Additionally, 

ALCC II with K1-45ôs, 616A Modem and the attempt of 

a 100KW upgrade ACC-6 for the ACC-2 occurred. 

 

    Of the original five aircraft, 011 and 018 have been 

returned to near tanker status. 007 burned up on the 

ramp. 022 and 019 are still flying. In 1979, SAC gave up 

a C-Model  for conversion to a J for use by CINCPAC. 

The NKC-135 Astronaut Zero-Gravity Training Aircraft  

was converted to a P-Model in 1984 under the PACER 

Four Program. 

 

    Millions of dollars and thousands of hours of hard 

work were expended by SPO personnel in accomplishing 

all these modifications. The key to success lay with the 

men and women of the system program office who gave 

of themselves willingly and with dedication to achieve 

miraculous results 

Editorôs Note: His speech concluded with a  lengthy list-

ing of personal remembrances and acknowledgements. 

 

 .  

D-M Gets Cold War Stalwart 
 

Editorôs Note: The above title is from an article, circa 

1990ôs,  first published in the Tucson Citizen. Its author 

was Paul L. Allen, Citizen Staff Writer. It is reprinted 

here thanks to the permission of Mark B. Evans, Editor, 

TucsonCitizen.com. 

 

    To the untrained eye, the newly arrived EC-135 at 

Davis-Monthan Air Force Base looks much like the Boe-

ing 707 passenger plane on whose airframe it was built. 

Despite the fact that it is incapable of firing bullets or 

dropping bombs, it held the potential for massive de-

struction and retaliation. The plane once flew ñLooking 

Glassò missions, carrying high-ranking officers who had 

the capability of launching the United Statesô arsenal of 

intercontinental ballistic missiles. 

 

    Now with the Cold War over between the United 

States and the former Soviet Union, the plane has out-

lived its usefulness. The plane is the first of seven such 

aircraft bound for D-Môs Aerospace Maintenance & Re-

generation Center, known affectionately as the 

ñboneyardò to local aviation aficionados. 

 

    At least one of the planes was airborne every hour for 

29 years, at the ready should an attack by the Soviet Un-

ion wipe out Americaôs ground-based command posts. 

Carrying an array of sophisticated communications 

equipment, the Looking Glass aircraft provided a mobile 

command post to carry out the presidentôs orders in case 

of war. 

 

    First launched Feb. 3, 1961, when it appeared war with 

the Soviets was a very real possibility, the missions were 

continued until July 1990, when the collapse of the So-

viet Union eliminated the need for them. In the interim, 

Looking Glass aircraft assigned to the 7th Airborne Com-

mand and Control Squadron at Offutt Air Force Base, 

Neb., have continued to fly up to eight hours a day. 

 

    The rest of the Looking Glass planes will be flown to 

Tucson over the next eight months, said Capt. Mike 

Richmond, chief of public affairs for the 55th Wing at 

Offutt. ñThe squadron and its planes will be deactivated.ò 

Richmond said about 200 of the squadronôs 300 person-

nel will be assigned to other duties at Offutt, and the re-

mainder assigned to other bases. At D-M, the planes, like 

many other deactivated craft, will be stored in a fashion 

that allows them to be returned to service quickly, if 

needed. 
     5           



 

 

trol function was initially performed by battle staff 

members from SACôs underground command post, 

and after the Airborne Launch Control System was 

added, missile crew members from nearby strategic 

missile squadrons were added to the aircraftôs com-

plement. The radio maintenance technicians were 

assigned to the local avionics maintenance squadrons 

and the communications specialists manning the 

compartment between  the cockpit and the battle 

staff area were assigned to either communications 

squadrons or airborne communications squadrons 

and worked in a shop that eventually came to be 

called the Airborne Command Control Communica-

tions branch.  

 

    During the life span of the EC-135ôs mission, many 

improvements were made to what had originally 

been a rather simple communications system.  These 

upgrades and additions produced a complete Com-

mand and Control Communications (C3) suite cov-

ering the full spectrum of radio frequencies up to 

and including the super high frequency band (SHF).  

This evolution included telephone communications 

on multiplex channels (51) with PRIORITY, FLASH 

priority, and FLASH OVERRIDE priority, provid-

ing the capability for instant contact with the Presi-

dent and the Joint Chiefs of Staff.  All these modifi-

cations led to the creation of a newer name for the 

platform:  World Wide Airborne Command Post 

(WWABNCP).  These machines, made by Boeing, 

were recognized as the most survivable among all the 

nationôs C3 assets. 

 

    One of these was constantly airborne, flying 

ñsomewhere over the heartland of America.ò  One 

was being prepared to relieve it, and another was 

being recovered, having just completed its eight-hour 

flight.  Others were on ground alert at several bases, 

prepped for launch within five minutes or less by 

crews quartered in nearby alert facilities, just wait-

ing for the klaxon to sound.  As the Post-Attack 

Command Control System (PACCS) matured, the 

personnel performing the mission were eventually 

assigned to unique squadrons created in 1970 for the 

sole purpose of performing the EC-135 mission.  Ini-

tially, there were three:  2d Airborne Command 

Control Squadron (ACCS) at Offutt; 3 ACCS at 

Grissom 1; and 4 ACCS at Ellsworth.  (The 1 ACCS 

flew the other Doomsday Machine, the one designed 

for the President himself to fly on!) 
 

1 Bunker Hill AFB, Indiana, was renamed Grissom AFB in 1968. 

 

     The mission of the Grissom-based PACCS unit 

(the 3 ACCS eventually passed its aircraft and mis-

sion to the 70th Air Refueling Squadron) was to pro-

vide continuity between the National Command Au-

thority (NCA) on the East Coast and the SAC 

ABNCP in the Midwest by bridging the communica-

tions gap using airborne relay platforms to complete 

the line-of-sight UHF link.  Seven EC-135L aircraft 

were purpose-built for this mission:  61-0261, 61-

0263, 61-0269, 61-0279, 61-0281, 61-0283, and 61-

0302.  All of these were based at Grissom, with some 

being on alert there and others forward deployed to 

Rickenbacker AFB/ANGB, Ohio 2.  Two of the air-

craft were later used for other purposes (0281 was 

converted to a KC-135E and 0302 was converted to a 

KC-135R), but the other five ñLò models remained 

at Grissom as dedicated PACCS birds, poised to 

ñcomplete the linkò at a momentôs notice. 

 

    This, then, was the strategic mission, performed 

24/7 by the crews who were always ready to fight 

World War III. Crews who prayed every time they 

responded to ñthe hornò or received a message while 

flying that it was only an exercise. 

 

    But some of these aircraft and some of their crews 

did serve in a war!  Here is the story, told first-hand 

by one who was there, attached to the 1703d Air Re-

fueling Wing (Provisional), King Khalid Interna-

tional Airport, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia ï Technical  

Sergeant Carl R. Hall: 

 

    In January 1991, I had a part time job repairing video 

games, pinball machines, juke boxes, etc.  Military pay 

seemed to always leave one just a little short.  While   

working on a Saturday night, I received a phone call 

from my branch manager.  He asked if I could do a cer-

tain modification to our communications platform.  I 

said that I would call him back and I went to work on 

the project.  I designed and built the automatic relay 

device he wanted.  After successfully testing it, I called 

him back.  He informed me that he wanted me to come 

into work the next day (Sunday) and told me that I need 

not be in uniform.  I was to brief the wing commander 

on my results.  Of course I appeared in uniform and 

briefed all parties on my design.  They informed me 

after my briefing that I was to pack my bags, get my 

minimum essential supply kit (MESK) together for two   
  

2  Lockborne AFB, Ohio, was renamed Rickenbacker AFB in 1974; 3 ACCS 
was inactivated the following year. On 1 Apr 1980, SAC transferred owner-

ship of the base to the Air Natl Guard, resulting in the ñANGBò designation. 

3  The EC-135L is a relay platform for the airborne command post (comm.  
gear  only, no command post consoles or  ALCS equipment).           >>>>>                                                                       
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EC-135L aircraft 3 , select two crews (communications 

maintenance-type), and be ready to depart within three 

days. I was the NCOIC for this deployment.  

 

The following are my actual daily notes for my deploy-

ment: 

 

    Our mission objective:  To provide secure relay com-

munications to both air and ground forces involved in 

neutralizing resistance, troop movements, search and res-

cue and to maintain battle integrity.  

 

    Many times during our missions the target objectives 

were neutralized so fast that when secondary targets were 

given, they were already saturated with forces to ensure 

defeat.  The war was moving so fast that if not for air-

borne command communications, many troop deploy-

ments and air forces would have been breaking the line 

of battle. This would have caused confusion and created 

open flanks. Often, a front-line unit would have to stop 

forward movement in order for infantry or slower units to 

catch up. 

 

January 22, 1991ï I established my MESK required for 

deployment to Operation Desert Storm and the following 

day I out-processed for deployment.  

 

January 24, 0700ï I arrived for departure and loaded the 

aircraft with my MESK and all my gear. I had packed a 

large fishing tackle box with as many of the parts as I 

needed to modify the aircraft. I  even had purchased 

some of the items from a local Radio Shack. I had to 

break up the MESK because the aircraft was too full; 

some of the items would have to be sent later. 

 

January 24, 1010-  Departed.  The flight was 15.4  hours; 

I could not sleep. I had the modification on my mind. I 

proceeded to build the two relay boxes needed for the 

mission.  Our flight path had taken us over the Suez cor-

ridor.  We couldnôt raise anybody on the radio to vector 

our flight into the war zone so we had to circle for an 

hour.  The Egyptians sent up a couple of fighters to iden-

tify us.  Tension was high; many thought we might be 

shot down.  Several of my crew members asked how I 

could be so calm about going into a war zone.  Having 

served in Vietnam, I replied that I had already ñbeen 

there, done that.ò  Finally, we received clearance to con-

tinue our track to Saudi Arabia.  Our pilot came back and 

said, ñI understand that we have you to blame for being 

over here.ò  I told her I was just doing what Iôd been 

asked to do. 4   
 

4  For some reason, little is ever mentioned of the women who served in com-

bat roles during this war. 

 

January 25 ï Day 1 in-country:  We arrived at Riyadh 

International Airport. While on approach, we were told 

that Riyadh was under rocket attack and we would have 

to remain buttoned up until the all- clear was given.  

(This resulted in a flashback to my arrival at Da Nang, 

Vietnam.  I had arrived there on 24 December 1972, un-

der a rocket attack.  The pilot called back that he was not 

going to make a complete stop and to gather our gear and 

be ready to run for cover.)  While we were taxiing to our 

parking spot, we donned our chemical gear in case of a 

chemical release. We remained in our gear for about an 

hour and finally received clearance to open up and depart 

our aircraft.  We unloaded our gear and some supplies.  I 

transferred my supplies to the local supply officer, to be 

drawn from as needed.  I informed him that it was a par-

tial and the remainder would arrive on a later flight.  I 

also talked to the support personnel about my need for 

space to conduct repairs and operations for my aircraft.  

Scud alerts at 1630, 1900, and 2200.  

 

January 26 ï Day 2:  Low on sleep with five Scud alerts 

thru the night.  Went to work at 0800 and continued to 

develop my modification to the aircraft.  Spoke to opera-

tions about where we fit into the mission; they were un-

sure at that time (left hand not knowing what the right 

hand is doing happens quite often in the military).  I met 

the second aircraft about 1000.  Got the rest of my 

MESK and remaining supplies off the aircraft and set up 

with supply.  Went back to bench stock and tried to find 

a couple of chassis boxes to build my modification kits.  

After figuring out how to complete the mod, I was in-

formed they now want it with encrypt capability.  I told 

them I would look into it.  Went back to camp at 1500; 

really tiredéjet lag.  Talked to the operators about the 

mission capabilities and discussed the limitations.  Will 

have a briefing tomorrow.  Informed them if I had the pin

-out I could run dedicated units for encryption.  I still 

needed to talk to a crypto troop; I needed to know the 

impedance of the crypto units.  Scud alert at 2255. 

Ed. Note: His account will be continued in the Oct. issue. 
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EC-135L Deployed at King Khalid IAP, 1991ï TSgt C. Hall  



 

  

MEMBERSHIP INCREASE  

 
    Since the 2008 Dayton Reunion the association has  

added   twenty-three members.  This can be attributed to a 

number of factors including efforts by current members, 

response to publicity about the 2010 Seattle Reunion 

posted in more than a dozen publications, the associationôs 

new web site and the mailing of more than one-hundred 

letters to former members or prospects who had been sent 

information previously. 

 
     First Time Members      Returning Members      Total  
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SAC COMMAND POST GOING  
 

    According to an article reported April 5, 2010 at air-

force-magazine.com, ñUS Strategic Command is replac-

ing the old SAC HQ with its deeply buried command 

post that STRATCOM has inhabited since its creation in 

1992.ò General Chilton, Commander of STRATCOM, 

noted that the ñfacility simply was not designed for to-

dayôs missions.ò He said ñheat loads, working space con-

ditions are intolerable in some areas.ò The Cold War 

structure with its seven underground levels was built for 

a ñsole mission set with different technologiesò com-

pared to STRATCOMôs multiple mission areas-nuclear 

command and control, cyberspace, and space which has 

brought in a ñlot of computer capabilityò that the struc-

ture ñwas absolutely not designed to handle.ò ñI donôt 

think we need the deep underground capability.ò 
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Available SAC ACCA Merchandise 
 
Item #             Item Description                Item Sale Price 

 

101       Caps, SAC ACCA                       $12.00 

111       Coin, PACCS Memorial, Silver   $ 8.70 

106       Lapel Pins, SAC ACCA (new)    $ 4.60 

103       Patches, SAC ACCA                   $ 4.80 

 

    To order,  contact the Treasurer. See page 2 for an address. 

Note that prices include shipping. Make your check payable to 

SAC ACCA. 

 

 ***STORY REQUEST***  
 

    PLEASE CONSIDER WRITING A STORY 
FOR THE FLYER. IF WE ARE TO CONTINUE 
TO RECORD AND  PRESERVE THE LEGACY 
OF PACCS, IT WILL BEST COME FROM 
MEMBERSõ RECOLLECTIONS AND MEMO-
RIES OF THEIR VARIOUS EXPERIENCES.  

 

ANNUAL DUES REMINDER  

 
    Please check the year found in parentheses on 

your mailing label to determine if you are current. It 

should read (10) or later. If needed, a renewal form 

is located elsewhere in this newsletter. 

 

FEWER NUCLEAR BOMBERS, 

ICBMs 
 

 

    On May 18, 2010, airforce-magazine.com reported that 

the ñUSAF will reduce its deployed force of 450 Minute-

man IIIs by at least 30 missiles and convert at least 34 of its 

94 nuclear-capable B-2As and B-52Hs to conventional-

only roles under a new baseline nuclear force structure.ò 

The article noted that ñthe White House quietly announced 

these new levels May 13 when it submitted the New Start 

Treaty to the Senate for ratification.ò 

 

 

E-4 COMMEMORATES 35 YEARS 

ON ALERT  

 
    From  USAF News Service reports, the aircraft reached 

the milestone of thirty-five years of service in January. 

ñThe E-4 is a militarized version of the Boeing 747-200 

and serves as the National Airborne Operations Center for 

the president, secretary of defense and chairman of the 

Joint Chiefs of Staff. It was delivered to the Air Force for 

operational use in December 1974 and assumed alert status 

from the EC-135J 35 years ago...  Since then, the aircraft 

and her Nightwatch team have been continuously ready, 

serving ñhotò alert 24 hours a day, seven days a week.ò 

SAC ACCA WEB SITE 

 

www.sac-acca.org 



 

    SEATTLE REUNION DETAILS  
  

    The Boeing Museum of Flight is one of the largest 

attractions in the Pacific Northwest and attracts more than 

400,000 visitors annually. Exhibit highlights include  the 

Concorde, Air Force One (The first presidential jet, a Boe-

ing VC-137B, delivered to Dwight Eisenhower in 1959), 

and the worldôs only existing M/D 21 Blackbird/Drone 

pair. The Museum of Flight Store features top quality 

flight-related gifts, apparel, books, models and educational 

toys. You will be on your own for lunch and the Wings 

Café menu features delicious, moderately-priced soups, 

sandwiches, salads and hot entrees.  

 

    Those of you who choose to go to the Pike Place Mar-

ket Thursday morning have several options. One is the 

Private Tasting Tour through the market that includes 

food and wine tasting, bottled water, insiderôs recommen-

dations and information on Seattleôs best restaurants, local 

cuisine, ethnic eateries, local entertainment & activities, 

tips on purchasing and preparing foods,  and historical & 

cultural commentary. Some of the foods you may sample 

include award winning clam chowder, Italian truffles, 

English crumpets, Italian gelato, Chinese herb tea, local 

cheese, Alderwood smoked salmon, Washington fruit, 

Russian piroshky pastries, famous donuts, sweets and 

more. The tour is intended to serve as a light lunch and is 

limited to the first 32 who sign-up. 

 

    The tickets for the HOP/ON HOP/OFF BUSES are 

good for all day so you can begin enjoying the sights of 

Seattle anytime you choose. Buses depart every 30 min-

utes  from seven centrally-located stops including the 

downtown shopping district, the Seattle Center/

Experience Music Project/Space Needle, Belltown, Bell 

Street Pier, the Seattle waterfront, Pioneer Square and 

Pike Place Market. 

 

    Dinner at The Spaghetti Factory will include salad, 

hot fresh baked bread, coffee, hot tea, iced tea, or milk, 

and their signature spumoni ice-cream for dessert. Entrée 

choices are: 

    SPAGHETTI with rich meat sauce of ground beef sau-

téed with onion and celery then simmered with tomatoes 

and Italian spices. 

    BAKED LASAGNA made from scratch in their own 

kitchen with layers of noodles, marinara sauce, ground 

beef and pork, and four kinds of cheese. 

    CHICKEN MARSALA, a seasoned breast of chicken 

with fresh mushrooms and Marsala wine, served alongside 

spaghetti and Mizithra Cheese and Browned Butter. 

 

        The 73,000-square  foot Future  of  Flight  Aviation  

Center & Boeing Tour is one of western Washingtonôs 

major attractions. It features the only public tour of a 

commercial jet assembly plant in North America. We 

will take the expanded Boeing Tour at the nearby assem-

bly plant where 747, 767, 777 and 787 airplanes are as-

sembled. We will watch a dramatic time-lapse film of a 

Boeing 777 being assembled in the new 240-seat theater. 

 

    The planes within the Flying Heritage Collection 

were created at a time when aeronautical discovery had 

evolved to aviation mastery. Finely crafted by distin-

guished design bureaus with leading technologies of the 

1930ôs and 1940ôs, the main emphasis of the collection 

includes combat aircraft from WWII. Paul G. Allenôs 

collection of rare military aircraft comprises examples 

from the United States, Britain, Germany, Japan and 

Russia and  pays tribute to veterans and the struggle re-

quired of humanity during the challenging days of WWII 

and other world conflicts. 

 

    At the Outback Christmas Tree & Kangaroo Farm 

you will be entertained by the tame wallabie and their 

babies. Meet Flower the Turkey, emus, pot-bellied pigs, 

wallaroos, peacocks, chickens and a miniature horse who 

has an attitude and doesnôt like being petted. At the end 

of the tour, the owner brings out a talking parrot, then re-

turns with a bottle-fed joey that makes the rounds, with 

each person able to hold it and pose for pictures. 

 

    The Country Village is an arts mall off the beaten 

track where you can shop, dine and feed the chickens. 

Over 40 individually-owned shops and restaurants are 

clustered among beautifully landscaped gardens, ponds, 

wandering paths and picnic areas. Country village has 

everything from fabulous home décor and original art to 

antiques and innovative toys. Take your time and enjoy 

live glass blowing, train rides and the beautiful scenery. 

Enjoy a leisurely lunch before heading back to the hotel 

for the evening. Lunch options range from a teahouse to 

a hot dog stand to a fine Italian restaurant. 

 

    The buffet on Saturday night includes your choice of 

Grilled Northwest Salmon or Roast Sirloin of Beef plus 

the Red Lion House Salad of mixed leafy greens tossed 

with a light Bleu cheese vinaigrette dressing, diced ap-

ples, candied spiced Northwest walnuts and shredded 

carrot. Fresh seasonal vegetables, warm artisan rolls with 

sweet cream butter, freshly brewed coffee, decaf coffee 

and assorted Tazo teas will be served along with Choco-

late Blackout Torte which is a dessert of two layers of 

moist, chewy chocolate cake filled and covered with 

chocolate truffle cream. It is decorated with a Belgian 

chocolate fan  nestled in a dark chocolate fudge rosette.                  
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Seattle 2010 - Summary of Agenda 
 

     Wednesday, September 8                     

                                                                    1000-1700                 Reunion Registration 

                                                                    1800-1900                 Social Meet & Greet-Heavy Hors Dô oeuvres 

 

     Thursday, September 9    
                      

                     OPTION #1                            0900-1300                Boeing Museum of Flight Tour. Lunch on own. 

                                                                    1300-1700                 Transport to Pike Place Market. Tour down- 

                                                                                                       town using Hop on/Hop off buses. 

                                                                     

                     OPTION #2                            0900                          Pike Place Market-Market Heritage Tour                              

                                                                                                      (Blend of history, current info, dash of anecdotes, 

                                                                                                       and shopping tips by knowledgeable insiders; then             

                                                                                                       tour on your own. 

                                                                                                                                          or 

                                                                                                       Private Tasting Tour through Market (1100-1300)                                  

                                                                                                      (Tour serves as light lunch. Limited to first 32) 

                                                                                                                                                        or    

                                                                                                                 Tour the Market on your own/lunch on your own  

 

                                                                    1300-1700                 Tour downtown using Hop on/Hop off buses 

                                                                    

                                                                    1700                          Transport to The Old Spaghetti Factory-Dinner                                    

     Friday, September 10     

                         

                     OPTION #1                           0800                          Depart hotel to Paine Fieldôs Future of Flight   

                                                                                                      (No cameras, cell phones, bags/purses, elect- 

                                                                                                      ronics allowed on tour. Lockers available-$1)  

                                                                   1130                           Lunch (Fresh fruit salad, dessert, bottled water 

                                                                                                      plus choice of sandwich: Roast beef and Cheddar; 

                                                                                                      Turkey and Havarti; or Ham and Swiss) 

 

                                                                   1230                           Paul Allenôs Heritage of Flight Tour 

                                                                   1500                           Return to hotel. Dinner on your own 

 

                     OPTION #2                           0900                          Depart hotel to The Outback Kangaroo Farm 

                                                                   1130                           To Country Village Shops. Lunch on your own 

                                                                   1500                           Return to hotel. Dinner on your own. 

 

     Saturday, September 11    
                                                                   0900-1200                  Business Meeting 

                                                                   1800                            Banquet at the Red Lion Inn 

                                                                                                       (Choice of : Grilled Northwest Salmon-Cedar 

                                                                                                       planked salmon filet grilled with lemon & garlic 

                                                                                                       served  with a Wild Rice Pilaf  or Roast Sirloin                                            

                                                                                                       of Beef with a Peppercorn Demi Glaze served  

                                                                                                       with Rosemary Garlic roasted potatoes. 

                                                                                                                       Dress code: Casual 

 

    Sunday, September 12                        0900                            Memorial Service 
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                                    Strategic Air Command  

     Airborne Command Control Association  
                        SAC ACCA  
    Recording, Preserving and Celebrating the Legacy of PACCS  

 

                          Membership Application or Annual Dues Renewal Form 
 

 

Name: _______________________________________________   Spouseôs name:  _______________________________________                        
                                 (Last, First, Middle) 

 
Rank/Title:____________________  Branch of Service: ________  Status:  ______________________________________________ 
                                                                                                                                                (Active, Retired, Other)  
Mailing Address:_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone No.:  _________________________    Email address: _________________________________________________________ 

 

Indicate your affiliation with PACCS, ACCS:  [Organization - Duty - (Dates)] Examples: [22nd ARS - IP (74-82)], [34ARS - BO (63-

66)], [HQ SAC - ABS (69-71)], [2nd ACCS - In-flight Maint (69-72)], [55th SRW - Staff (72-73)], [(4th ACCS - Crew Chief (74-76)], 

[AEAO/40ADIV  (74-76)], [SAC Hq - Planner (88-90)]. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Amount Enclosed: 

    _______Initial Fee ($10.00)      _______ Annual Dues ($15.00) Year(s)_________               ________ Reinstatement ($10.00) 

 
    If paying annual dues, please indicate for what year(s) you are enclosing payment.  The current  paid year for your dues will 

be found in parentheses on the mailing label of your most recent newsletter. 

 
    New memberships require the payment of the initial fee and dues for the year ($25.00).  Dues are for the period 1 Jan 

through 31 Dec and are due the first day of January ($15.00) each year.  A reinstatement fee, plus current dues, is due for 

inactive members who wish to reactivate their membership after an absence of two years or more ($25.00). 
  

    Please indicate your preference regarding the publication of your name and address on membership rosters which may 

be provided to the membership of  SAC ACCA. 
 

I authorize:   ______  Name, U.S. Mail and Email addresses on ACCA rosters to the general membership. 

                     ______  None of the above to be published on ACCA rosters to the general membership.  

                                                                                                 

                                                 Send to:                                                                        Make your check out to: 

                                                                     SAC ACCA                                                                                 

                                                              Steve Leazer, Treasurer                                SAC ACCA 

                                                              6141 Bagley Avenue 

                                                              Twentynine Palms, CA 92277-2502 
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 Site of the Associationôs Reunion - Seattle, Washington - September 8-12, 2010 

 SAC Airborne  Command Control Association 

Wilton O. Curtis, Secretary 

2319 Pleasant Run Drive 

Richmond, VA 23238-3026 

 

 

       ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 



 

 
  Strategic Air Command 

  Airborne Command Control Association 
 

                                                        2010 REUNION - REGISTRATION FORM       

      (Seattle, Washington: September 8-12, 2010) 
 

Attendee Name(s): 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  (List all attendees: member, spouse, guest) 

                                               

Address:  ________________________________________________________________________                       

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip: ____________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone No: ____________________________________________________________________ 

NOTE:  MAIL IN TIME FOR FORM TO REACH THE TREASURER BY AUGUST 8th!                          

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

To obtain a reservation at the Red Lion Inn, 11211 Main Street, Bellevue, WA 98004, call (425) 455-5240 (Identify your group as 

SAC-ACCA Reunion.) A limited number of rooms have been negotiated at $102/night but this price will be cancelled after August 

8th for any remaining, unreserved rooms. 

Shuttle Express: For reservations (recommended): (800)487-7433/ (425) 981-7000 / www.shuttleexpress.com. $19/person 

Reunion Registration Form must be received by August 8th. NO EXCEPTIONS!  Vendors will be contacted on August 9th with  

the final numbers that are required.  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
                

         Event Date                               Event          Number of Persons        Cost Each    Total  

 

     Weds, Sept 8           Registration Fee (Member only)          1      x $15.00   $15.00 

                                       Social: Heavy hors dôoeuvres   _______  x $35.00  ______ 

       

     Thurs, Sept 9 -       Bus Transportation to/from hotel for day            _______               x $17.50               ______ 

                                                          Morning  

OPTION #1    Boeing Museum of Flight Tour  _______  x $12.00  ______ 

                                       

              OPTION #2    Pike Place Market Heritage Tour  _______  x  $ 7.00  ______ 

                                      Pike Place Market Private Tasting Tour 

         (limit of 32 guests)     _______  x $39.40  ______ 

      Thurs, Sept 9-                  Afternoon/Evening  

                                      Tour downtown: Hop on/Hop off buses _______  x $21.00  ______ 
         Dinner at The Spaghetti Factory 

                                       Choose one: Spaghetti/meat sauce _______  x $12.97  ______ 

                                                            Baked Lasagna  _______  x $14.93  ______ 

                                                         Chicken Marsala  _______  x $14.93  ______ 

      Fri, Sept 10  
           OPTION #1     Paine Fieldôs Future of Flight Tour  _______  x $14.50  ______ 

                                       Lunch: 

            Choose one: Roast beef sandwich _______  x $13.09  ______ 

                                Turkey sandwich  _______  x $13.09  ______ 

     Ham sandwich  _______  x $13.09  ______ 

                                       Paul Allenôs Heritage of Flight Tour  ________ x $10.00  _______ 

                                           Transportation    ________ x $24.20  _______ 

               

               OPTION #2      Outback Kangaroo Farm Tour  _______  x $  8.00  ______ 

                                       Transportation    _______  x $24.20  ______ 

 

      Sat, Sept 11             Banquet at the hotel  

                                           Choose one  Grilled NW Salmon _______  x $35.00  _______ 

                                       for each guest     Roast Sirloin of Beef  _______  x $35.00  _______ 

                                                                                                                                                                  TOTAL:     $__________ 
(See the other side for additional details)                                        

SAC ACCA assumes no liability for accidents, injuries or death of attendees at the Reunion 

Make check to: SAC ACCA 
  
Mail to:  Steve Leazer, Treasurer 
               6141 Bagley Avenue 
               Twentynine Palms, CA 
               92277-2502 

   



 

 ADDITIONAL DETAILS  
          Thursday, September 9 

 

     The Boeing Museum of Flight as well as the two Pike Place Market tour options are morning activities 

                  only. You have the option of going to the Pike Place Market and touring on your own. If you choose that 

                  option, please remember to include transportation costs. 

 

            Friday, September 10 

 

     Lunch for Option 1 will be a very nice box lunch at the Future of Flight. Lunch options are: 

                  

              - roast beef with cheddar cheese, red onions, lettuce and tomato on sourdough served    

                with dijon and mayo 

              - turkey with havarti, lettuce and tomato on wheat bread 

              - ham with swiss cheese, lettuce and tomato on rye bread served with honey mustard 

 

                  All options include fresh fruit salad, dessert and bottled water. 

 

                  No cameras, cell phones, bags/purses or electronics are allowed on the Future of Flight tour.  Lockers are  

                  available for $1.00.  Participants can combine articles in the lockers. 

 

                  Option 2 includes a visit to the Country Village for shopping and lunch. 

 

                  If you have any questions about the activities planned, please refer to the brochure sent out earlier this 

                  year. If that doesnôt answer your questions, please feel free to contact Deb at 360-456-6096 or 

                  dlaughery@comcast.net 

                                                                  

                                                       Representative Photos of Upcoming Seattle Reunion Sites  

                                    Boeing Museum of Flight                                                                 Future of Flight Aviation Center 

  Ongoing Restorationï Paul Allenôs Flying Heritage Collection                                               Pike Place Market 

 

                                               

 

 The Country                              Outback Christmas 

      Village                                Tree & Kangaroo Farm  

 

 


