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   NEW PRESIDENTôS 

MESSAGE 
 

Jim Dart 
 

    Welcome to the month of June and the fact that 

there are now only four months remaining until 

our next reunion. This past month, the Board of 

Directors had to face some challenges. Jim 

Kroskey notified the Board, that due to health 

reasons,  he was requesting to step down as 

President. Your Board of Directors  accepted his 

request with regret. 

See Presidentõs Message on Page 3  Please see PACCS Memorial Bench on Page 4 

 
PACCS MEMORIAL BENCH  

NOW IN PLACE  

 
    The vision of our President Emeritus, Jack 

Suggs, to ñdevelop a memorial to recognize 

those members of the Strategic Air Command 

who operated and maintained the Post Attack 

Command Control Systemò has been fulfilled. 

This is due in no small part to the enthusiastic 

support of SAC ACCA members and the out-

standing efforts of the PACCS Memorial Study 

Chairman, Fred Kemp, and his committee mem-

bers, Norman Goetz and Jack Suggs. 

 

    Word was received from Sarah Parke, Public 

Affairs Specialist of the National Museum of the 

United States Air Force, on May 5, 2008 that the 

 

FOLDED WINGS 
 

SMS Aubrey N. Landis 

5 Feb 2008 

 

CMS Russ Evans 

28 Feb 2008 

 

REUNION REMINDERS  
 

Room Reservations-Donôt Delay! 
1-800-222-8733 or (937) 461-4700 

Use group code: SAC 

Only thirty rooms have been contracted for 

$80/night at the Doubletree Dayton-Downtown 

and extras will be canceled after September 15th! 

 

Reunion Registration Form 
Must be received by September 15th  

NO EXCEPTIONS 

MORE ON THE REUNION: SEE PAGES 7-8 
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This newsletter is published three times per year by the 

Strategic Air Command Airborne Command Control 

Association (SAC ACCA) and is free to Association 

members. 
 

Information, general correspondence, changes of 

mailing address, newsletter articles or recommendations 

to: 
 

SAC ACCA 

c/o Wilton Curtis, Secretary 

2319 Pleasant Run Dr. 

Richmond, VA 23238-3026 
 

Renewals & New Memberships to: 
 

SAC ACCA 

c/o Steve Leazer, Treasurer 

6141 Bagley Avenue 

Twentynine Palms, CA 92277-2502 

2006 ¹ 2008  
 

Board of Directors  
 

President    Jim Dart  
                              abncp@earthlink.net  
Vice -President             Fred Kemp  
                              fkemp8367@aol.com  
Treasurer                     Steve Leazer  
            ec-135paccs@thegrid.net  

Secretary    Wilton Curtis  
                                wcurtis135@aol.com  
 

President Emeritus  Jack Suggs  
 

Appointed Officers  
 

Historian    Greg Ogletree  
 

Reunion 2008           Rick Cabeen  

Planners                      Jim Dart  
 
PACCS Memorial          Fred Kemp   

   Committee          fkemp8367@aol.com  
                                      Norman Goetz                                                                            

                                    Jack Suggs                                         
   

Reunion Site/Date  

Dayton, Ohio/Oct. 15 -19, 2008  

 

 
 

A Few Tense Hours 

For Some SAC Folks 

 
    Note: This tale is extracted from an essay written 

by Melise Leech  (a daughter of Colonel and Mrs.  

Richard G. Leech) and  was published on May 25, 

1995. On the date of this incident SAC had not yet 

undertaken around-the-clock Airborne Ops with the 

Looking Glass aircraft but the squadron was re-

quired to maintain one aircraft and crew on ground 

alert. 

 

    In early 1961, President-elect John F. Kennedy 

and the new Secretary of Defense, Thomas Gates, 

arrived at Offutt for an official tour. Since ñLooking 

Glassò  was the star of alert operations, SAC de-

cided to demonstrate its capabilities with a simu-

lated alert launch. The President and Secretary 

would participate in the simulation, observe the 

process and then board the aircraft which would re-

turn them to Andrews AFB. When this ñspecial re-

questò was relayed to the Squadron, they were 

forced to perform some fancy footwork to accom-

modate it and it was at this point that the trouble be-

gan.  

 

  The aircraft was already on the ramp, pre-flight 

completed and carrying a maximum load of fuel in 

anticipation of its normal eight-hour flight. The 

much shorter flight to Andrews would require far 

less fuel, so gear-down locks were installed and the 

aircraft was towed to a refueling pit to lighten the 

load. This task accomplished, it was towed back to 

the ramp to await take-off.  

 

    The President and the Secretary arrived, the 

klaxon sounded and as the Squadron Commander  

watched from a nearby vehicle, the aircraft took off. 

Within moments, the AC was on the line with the 

Commander. Somewhere in the rush to prepare the 

aircraft for the ñspecial requestò the routine had bro-

ken down. The gear-down lock in the nose gear was 

still in place. The gear could not be retracted and the 

lock could not be removed while in flight. 

 

 Please see Tense Hours  on Page 6 



 

 

 

    Jim, as many of you know, has been instrumen-

tal in leading the Board over the past three-plus 

years covering the reunion in Tucson and the plan-

ning for the one in Dayton this October. Jimôs de-

cision was not an easy one and his leadership will 

be greatly missed. 

 

    Iôm sure I speak for all of us when we say 

ñThank you, Jim, for your dedication and service,  

not only to this organization and the PACCS mis-

sion but also to your country. We wish you well.ò 

 

    His request  led the Board to make several deci-

sions that will help us to stay on track until the 

next general meeting and the election of new offi-

cers for 2008-2010. Until then, and in accordance 

with our bylaws, I have become  President. I then 

made a motion to the Board that Fred Kemp be  

appointed Vice-President to fill out my remaining 

term. Fred, as you know, has been the key leader 

in the upcoming PACCS Memorial which is dis-

cussed elsewhere in this newsletter. The vote by 

the Board was unanimous and he has agreed to 

serve until this October. 

 

    The reunion is fast approaching and I hope eve-

ryone has started to make reservations. So far, we 

have sixteen of thirty rooms reserved. This block 

of rooms is only locked in until September. Once 

we reach that cutoff we will return any remaining 

rooms back to the hotel so that we do not incur 

their costs.  

 

    It seems that costs for everything are rising but 

we have locked in our events and those prices will 

be honored. Thus far, none of the locations have 

attempted to alter the agreed upon prices. Accord-

ing to our Treasurer, Steve Leazer, only a few 

members have signed up . I ask you to please send 

in the Reunion Reservation Form found in this 

newsletter now so we may get a good headcount 

for reservations and food at the different locations. 

 

    As mentioned earlier, we will be having the 

PACCS Memorial dedication as a part of our reun-

ion. The museum staff has been great in helping  

 

SAC MEMORIAL DEDICATION  

 
    The strikingly handsome, two-sided granite 

monument was formally dedicated in the Memo-

rial Park of the National Museum of the United 

States Air Force at 1400 hours, May 2, 2008. Ap-

proximately three-hundred persons were present 

including several general officers, representatives 

of the museum, many SAC veterans, their fami-

lies and members from a number of SAC organi-

zations. 

 

    SAC ACCA was recognized, along with sev-

eral other associations, for its support and your 

Secretary was among the  representatives called 

forward to participate in the unveiling. As you 

may recall, during the 2006 reunion business 

meeting in Tucson, Arizona, a motion to contrib-

ute towards its completion was passed by the 

members present (See the article printed in the 

April 06 Flyer). Mr. Terry Aitken, Curator of the 

Museum, accepted on behalf of  the Director,  

Major General Charles Metcalf, USAF (ret).  

     

    Following the playing of Taps and the Retiring 

of the Colors by an Air Force Honor Guard, a  

B-52H Stratofortress from Barksdale AFB flew 

over in tribute. It was followed moments later by 

a B-1B Lancer from Dyess AFB. 

               3 

Presidentôs Message from Page 1 

Presidentôs Message continues on page 6 



 

  

bench had been positioned the week of Apr 28-

May 2. It is now located at site #14 NE. 

 

    A commemorative memorial coin bearing an 

image of the bench is being produced and will be 

given to all contributors, in person if attending the 

reunion or by mail, if not. Additional copies will 

be available for sale. 

 

    A formal dedication is scheduled to take place 

at 1100 hours on October 16, 2008 during the As-

sociation's biennial reunion this fall in Dayton, 

Ohio. Following the unveiling by SAC ACCA 

President, Jim Dart and PACCS Memorial Chair-

 

man, Fred Kemp, the bench will be presented  to 

Major General Charles Metcalf, USAF (Ret),  

Director of the Museum , by President Dart. An 

Air Force Color Guard, Chaplain and Bugler 

will also participate in the ceremony.  

 

    In accordance with their guidelines, an Offer 

of Gift declaration has been completed and sent 

to the Air Force Museum. It states, in part, that 

the Strategic Air Command Airborne Command 

Control Association ñdoes hereby voluntarily 

offer to give, transfer, convey, and to assign said 

property, free and clear of all encumbrances, to 

the Secretary of the Air Force, acting on behalf 

of the United States of Americaéò 
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PACCS Memorial Bench  from Page 1 

 

 

PACCS MEMORIAL BENCH  

NATIONAL MUSEUM OF THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE  

  WRIGHT -PATTERSON AFB - DAYTON, OHIO  


