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MEMBERSHIP INITIATIVES  

 
    During the Associationôs reunion last fall President 

Jim Dart discussed the importance of  growing our 

membership. He challenged each member at the busi-

ness meeting to ñreach out to someone they know who 

was a part of the mission and invite them to join our 

family.ò 

 

    In the October issue of the FLYER he wrote ñI 

would ask each of you reading this newsletter to try 

and do the same.ò He noted the importance of using 

ñword-of-mouthò and encouraged our efforts to 

ñspread the word on who we are and what we are all 

about.ò 

 

    Augmenting your efforts are a number of additional 

initiatives being undertaken by the Board. One is the 

revamping of the organizationôs web site under the di-

rection of our new Web Master, Jim Bostick. The ad-

dress is now:     www.SAC-ACCA.org 

 

    Another is a review of the Associationôs Master Data 

File which contains not only current data but also that 

of previous members who have since left the organiza-

tion. In addition, prospects who were previously 

mailed information, including  a copy of the newsletter 

but who did not elect to join at that time, is included. 

 

    From that review, one-hundred-and-eight individu-

ally addressed letters were prepared and mailed. Each 

summarized a number of new developments that have 

taken place within the Association in recent  years such  

 

FROM THE PRESIDENT  

 
    I just received a copy of the Air Force Museumôs 

magazine and in the back of this issue is a recap of 

events for 2008. Included in that listing is the dedica-

tion of the SAC ACCA Memorial Bench. As I look 

at my recently framed group picture, I must say that 

was a truly memorable occasion that I will remember 

for some time. 

 

    As we now begin 2009 the Board is working to 

follow through on the desires of the membership as 

expressed at our last business meeting. So, here goes.  

 

    First, we have a 2010 reunion location and a coor-

dinator, Deb Laughery. His presentation at the reun-

ion was top notch and highlighted the many spec-

tacular venues that Seattle holds for us. Narrowing it 

down will be no easy task for Deb.  
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Editorôs Comment: Thanks go to SAC ACCA member, 

Norm Goetz, who provided this clipping and  to the pub-

lisher of the Omaha World-Herald for allowing the re-

printing of this circa 1970 newspaper article written by 

Howard Silber, World-Herald  Military Affairs Editor. 

 

    At 7:15 a.m., Maj. Gen. Sherman F. Martin left the 

warmth of an automobile and stepped into the subzero 

cold and 30-mile-an-hour wind that swept from the north 

across Offutt Air Force Base. 

    A knot of heavily clothed men, several of them armed, 

parted to make way for him and he hurried up the steps to 

the door of a big Air Force plane.  

     Waiting aboard for him was Lt. Col. Robert L. 

Standerwick, a native of Cedar Rapids, Neb. At Stander-

wickôs waist was a holstered .38-caliber revolver. 

     Standerwick followed the general into a large com-

partment just aft of the mid-section of the plane. He 

made certain they were alone and closed the door behind 

them. 

 

Locks Opened   
   

    The room was lined with electronic communications 

consoles, each with a telephone instrument, and with 

desks.  

    Mounted at table height at the right side of the cabin 

was a steel box painted red. Two heavy padlocks secured 

it.  

    Without a word, each officer produced a key from a 

chain around his neck and opened a lock. As the box lid 

See SAC Battle Staff in Sky on page 4  

 

 



 

 
 

INVOLVEMENT  

WITH LOOKING GLASS  
 

David W. Hartley 

 

Ed. Comment: David is one of the Associationôs newest 

members whose recollections provide an early account of 

AT&Tôs involvement with SAC and the ABNCP. 

 

    I was stationed at Offutt AFB from June 1958 until 

August 1959. Prior to this, I was in Alaska at Elmendorf 

AFB and on 10th Air Division AC&W sites. My primary 

AFSC (36351) was as a Cryptographic Equipment Re-

pairman. At Offutt I worked underground at SAC Head-

quarters in the communications center and crypto vault. 

 

    Originally, I had planned to make a career in the 

USAF but trying to advance in rank  was difficult at the 

time. As my four-year term of enlistment was almost 

over I interviewed with several companies, including 

AT&T. This seemed a good match since they were han-

dling the circuits serving Offutt, including SACôs Pri-

mary Alerting System (PAS), and I had experience with 

SAC and their communications. 

 

    My initial duties at AT&T were maintenance of the 

leased line circuitry used by SAC. I also worked as the 

primary contact person coordinating modifications to the 

PAS equipment installed at all SAC bases in the U.S. and 

overseas. 

 

    Shortly after my arrival at AT&T (Maypole), I was 

assigned to the project for installation of air-to-ground 

radio equipment to be used by Looking Glass. Radio 

equipment with a three-channel multiplexer was installed 

at AT&T to communicate with a KC-135 aircraft. I han-

dled the initial and most of the subsequent radio contact 

with this plane and was on-call when it went up for test-

ing. 

 

    In May 1960, after proving the concept, SAC equipped 

a KC-135 aircraft with a more complex air-to-ground 

radio system with 15 voice channels. Companion radio 

gear was installed at AT&T (Maypole) with full redun-

dancy. A backup site at AT&T (Purdue) also had redun-

dant equipment. Designs for the new system provided the 

capability for the aircraft to access the entire SAC Pri-

mary Alerting System from the aircraft. Connections to 

the ground network at that time required manual patches 

by A. T. & T. personnel and I was one of the persons in- 

 

FOLDED WINGS 
(Belated Notices) 

 

Arleen B. Jones 

February 17, 1999 

 

Colonel Lee Humphrey 

August 25,2004 

 

Ann Starnes 

July 31, 2005 

 

SMSgt Joe McDonald 

February 16, 2006 

 
    Ed. Comment: The very heart and soul of SAC ACCA 

is its membership. One sensitive and important task of 

this newsletter is keeping everyone aware of the loss of 

members and their spouses. Your continued assistance in 

providing  this information is sincerely appreciated.  
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Go to Involved With Looking Glass on Page 5 

 

CHAPLAIN APPOINTED  

 
    A few weeks prior to the Formal Dedication of the 

PACCS Memorial Bench at the National Museum of the 

United States Air Force in Dayton, Ohio, the Association 

was informed by Sarah Parke, Special Events Coordina-

tor, that all the Air Force Chaplains were on deployment 

to Iraq. She suggested that a member be considered to 

offer the invocation and benediction for the program.  

 

    Recalling how Jim Simons had conducted the Memo-

rial Service at the Tucson 2006 Reunion, he was con-

tacted and very graciously consented to serve in lieu of 

an Air Force Chaplain at the dedication. He was also 

called upon on a number of other occasions to return 

grace during subsequent gatherings of the group. 

 

    Following some post-convention discussion of the 

Dayton Reunion via email,  members of the Board recog-

nized the important and very helpful role Jim had per-

formed. Under our Bylaws he was appointed to the new 

position of  Associational Chaplain. Thank you, Jim! 

 



 

 

was lifted a raucous clacking filled the airplane. The 

alarm was quickly shut off. 

    For 20 minutes Martin examined the documents from 

the box. The information they contained represented 

most of the strategic deterrent strength of the western 

world-details for implementing the Strategic Air Com-

mand war plan. 

   He checked data on the status and availability of 1,054 

Minuteman and Titan II intercontinental ballistic mis-

siles, nearly 450 SAC B52 bombers and numerous tanker 

aircraft used to refuel the bombers in flight. 

    Then he made a careful appraisal of one of the most 

secret documents of all. This was the SAC ñgo-codesò-

words which could unleash thermonuclear weapons. 

    Available to Martin on that airplane were the knowl-

edge and communications facilities he would need to 

take command of SAC and direct the retaliation to a nu-

clear attack on the United States. 

    That is why the Texas-born SAC Deputy chief of staff 

for plans was aboard that military-dressed Boeing 707. 

He was preparing for his once-a-week turn as SACôs air-

borne emergency actions officer. 

 

ñLooking Glassò 
     

    The plane was ñLooking Glassò-the SAC airborne 

command post.  

    Martin replaced the books and papers in the box. The 

lid was closed and the locks snapped shut. If it were re-

opened during the ensuing 8 hours 20 minutes the act 

would signal either an emergency exercise or the serious 

threat of a nuclear war. 

    The compartment door was opened and other men en-

tered. Along with Standerwick they would serve as the 

Looking Glass battle staff during the flight. 

    A few moments later Martin slid into the pilotôs seat. 

Every SAC general who is a rated pilot takes his turn 

aboard the airborne command post. Most handle the con-

trols for the take-off and landing. 

 

Precise Times 

 
         By 7:55 a.m. the plane had rolled to the southeast 

end of the runway. It waited, but not because there were 

other aircraft in the way. Looking Glass has top priority. 

    The command post planes take off precisely at 8 a.m., 

4 p.m. and midnight. Only seriously adverse weather 

conditions or mechanical problems would force devia-

tions and SAC says these have been rare. 

        Martin eased the four turbofan engines toward full 

power. At exactly 8 a.m. the plane shot forward. It car-

 

ried 20 men, a heavy load of communications and data-

processing equipment and enough fuel to remain aloft for 

at least 12 hours. 

    But the buoyancy of the extremely cold air enabled it 

to break from the runway early. It climbed rapidly. 

    Soon it leveled off at 24,000 feet. It would remain at 

this altitude for eight hours unless a war threat crisis de-

veloped. Then it would climb higher. Air Force regula-

tions require that flight crew members wear helmets with 

attached oxygen masks above 25,000 feet. The slightly 

lower altitude would make for a more comfortable flight. 

 

Not Training  
 

    Martin returned to his desk. The battle staff was busy. 

Communications tests were being made. Reports and 

documents were being examined. 

    This was not a training exercise. The battle staff and 

the support staff on the plane had to be ready for any 

eventuality. Martin said they were. 

    Looking Glass has been on an airborne alert since Feb. 

3, 1961. With what SAC describes as ñvery few and brief 

exceptionsò a command plane from Offutt has been in 

the air at all times, always with a general aboard. 

    The flying command post orbits Omaha. If the SAC 

underground command post were to be destroyed or were 

to lose its ability to communicate with SAC forces, 

Looking Glass would go into action. 

    First, said Martin, the staff would ascertain the status 

of the secondary command posts in California and Lou-

isiana. If these also were out of action the airborne com-

mand post would take control of surviving elements of 

the SAC force. 

 

Ready to Retaliate 
 

    ñBut even while we are inquiring about the other com-

mand posts we could alert the force,ò the general said. 

Looking Glass could give the orders for SAC bombers to 

take to the sky. 

    At the direction of the President or his successor, 

Looking Glass could send the bombers on retaliatory at-

tacks and order the launching of missiles. 

    And since 1967, SAC has been capable of triggering a 

growing number of Minuteman ICBMs from Looking 

Glass and certain other aircraft. 

    Martin said that before the end of this year it will be 

possible to launch all 1,000 Minutemen from aloft-but 

only if it is no longer possible to control the missiles 

from the ground. 
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From SAC Battle Staff in Sky on Page 2 

 

See SAC Battle Staff in Sky on Page 6 



 

 

 

    

    Second, we have started contacting members whose 

membership has lapsed in an effort to bring them back 

into the Association. (See the Membership Initiatives 

article on page 1 for details.) 

 

    Third, we have started a new web site thanks to Jim 

Bostick and it should be up and running soon. The ad-

dress is:   www.SAC-ACCA.org. 

 

    Fourth, we have a review of our financial books under-

way to make sure that your investments are being spent 

in a thoughtful and judicious manner. Once completed, 

youôll see that we have no corporate jets or mega bonuses 

being paid to the Board. 

 

    Now, for your part. At the business meeting in Dayton, 

I asked for your help by reaching out and contacting  old 

Airborne Command Post buddies that you might know 

who had been a part of the mission to see if they would 

like to join us.  

 

    After all, who better than you to ask them to join? I 

assume, by your maintaining an active membership, you 

believe in the Association and what it stands for. If you 

can not contact them yourself but have their mailing ad-

dress, please send it along to one of the officers and we 

will follow up with a membership brochure and letter. 

 

    Already, we are seeing some positive results thanks to 

the mailing initiative and to the early efforts of a number 

of you. (Please note the increase in membership since our 

fall reunion shown in the table below.) 

 

    If we are to continue as an association, we need every 

member we can get to join us who were a part of the pro-

gram during  the years 1963 to 1997. There must be hun-

dreds if not thousands of former colleagues who might 

consider joining, if asked. Hopefully, our 2010 reunion 

will see many more participants. 

   5 

volved with this task. 

 

    When SAC decided the connection process should be 

improved to allow connections to be originated from the 

aircraft, a more complex design of the equipment at 

AT&T was developed. This design required the use of 

some circuitry that had not been used before. AT&T en-

gineers provided plans and drawings and modifications 

were then made locally as the system was tested. I acted 

as the point person to coordinate this activity. 

 

    The capability of connecting to the Commanders Pri-

mary Alert Network (COPAN) was added as well as the 

capability of connecting to the AT&T long distance net-

work. This gave the aircraft the ability to direct dial any-

where in the world at a time before direct distance dialing 

was prevalent. The Looking Glass aircraft was now able 

to establish instantaneous communications with the Joint 

Chiefs of Staff, any Strategic Air Command base and 

other SAC aircraft. 

 

    I continued on these duties and other activities at 

AT&T until transferring to the Sales Department. This 

occurred in 1966. 

President From Page 1 
 

 
Involvement With Looking Glass From Page 3 

 

EMAIL  ADDRESS UPDATE  
     

    An attempt to update current members' email ad-

dresses is underway. As with the roster of U.S. mail ad-

dresses published in the October Flyer, such a list would 

be considered confidential and for the use of the mem-

bers of SAC ACCA only. 

 

     A number of you have updated this information in 

recent months when you sent in your membership dues 

which was very helpful. However, due to the large num-

ber of plans available, membersô mobility and the inher-

ent difficulties of maintaining any database of such spe-

cific information, unintentional errors can occur.   

 

    Your assistance is requested by sending the Secre-

tary an email, as soon as possible, for use in checking 

Associational records. Please indicate SAC ACCA in the 

subject line and email to:      wcurtis135@aol.com 

 

    An updated roster of membersô current email ad-

dresses will be compiled. Present plans are to publish it 

in the June edition of the Flyer.  

 

Membership 

 
    Dayton Membership        Increase in       Current Total 

          (October 2008)           Membership      (March 2009) 

 

                     149*                      11                     160* 

 
   * Note:These totals include twenty-four surviving spouses  

               of members who have folded their wings. 



 

 

    Looking Glass is the nucleus of SACôs Post-Attack 

Command and Control System. 

    Crisis conditions would send into the air three auxil-

iary command post aircraft, each with a general aboard, 

and six radio relay planes. 

 

Auxiliary Posts 

 
    Like Looking Glass, the auxiliary command post air-

craft are EC135s, modified KC135 tanker planes. They 

have more powerful engines and carry extensive elec-

tronics equipment. 

    The auxiliary command posts would circle over the 

Deep South, New England and the far Southwest. They 

are based in Louisiana, Massachusetts and California. 

The radio relay planes would be deployed from South 

Dakota and Indiana. 

    Looking Glass and its nine companions would fly ran-

dom courses at varying altitudes. 

    The chances of an enemy destroying any, even with a 

nuclear air burst, are almost non-existent, Martin said. 

    The entire fleet takes to the air for regular exercises. 

But Offuttôs Looking Glass is the only element of the 

system that is always aloft. 

    On this day it was alone. Its mission was passive. It 

was monitoring. 

 

3 Assignments 

 
    As the operations controller, Standerwick worked clos-

est with the general. The Nebraskan who was a World-

Herald carrier when he was in high school in Mankato, 

Kan., had three primary assignments-executive officer to 

Martin, chief of the battle staff and missile control com-

mander. 

    He and Capt. Nathaniel J. Kutzman, Bozeman, Mont., 

communications controller, would be responsible for 

launching missiles from the air. But neither could accom-

plish this alone. 

    From its Midlands location, Looking Glass could trig-

ger missiles employed around Whiteman Air Force Base 

in Missouri. To activate others it would have to use relay 

aircraft or move to the vicinity of individual complexes 

Kutzman said. 

    Looking Glass has a variety of communications, in-

cluding 15 different ultra-high-frequency radio voice 

channels. It also has radio-teletype facilities. 

 

Ground Links  

 
        Normally it would communicate with various SAC  

bases along with the Joint Chiefs of Staff War Room in  

 

 

the Pentagon and the North American Air Defense Com-

mand Center near Colorado Springs by means of a net-

work operated for the military by American Telephone & 

Telegraph Co. 

    The ground links are usually made with stations lo-

cated near North Bend, Neb., and Fairview, Kan. 

    All through the flight of Looking Glass Kutzman and 

his assistants ïM. Sgt. Thomas F. Pace, Pensacola, Fla.; 

T. Sgt. James T. Roberts, Hawesville, Ky.; T. Sgt. Wil-

liam D. MacKenzie, Orlando, Fla.; S. Sgt. Irving M. 

Siegel, Brooklyn, N.Y., and S. Sgt. Victor L. Finch, 

Philadelphia, Pa.- tested and monitored communications 

equipment. 

    M. Sgt. Norman J. Goetz, Plainsville, Kan., and M. 

Sgt. Lyle D. Securest, Bourban, Ind., assisted Stander-

wick as he made repeated contacts with SAC Headquar-

ters and SAC combat units. 

 

Intelligence Job 
 

   The world situation was of special interest to Lt. Col. 

Billy R. Curtis, Monroe, La., and Lt. Col. William I. 

Wall, Oakland, Calif., who make up the battle staff intel-

ligence team. With Associated Press and Reuters dis-

patches which they had brought aboard, as well as infor-

mation from intelligence sources, they maintained an 

information file for Martin. 

    Under post-attack conditions, the intelligence officers 

would identify targets to be hit in retaliation. 

    Seated next to them were two operations plans offi-

cers, Maj. Donald H. Shannon, Fruitland, Idaho, and 

Maj. Robert J. Weeks, Santa Cruz, Calif. They would 

advise the general on the best means of striking those 

targets and, where bombers were to be used, the routes 

they would take. 

    Lt. Col. Raymond P. Clotfelter, Hillsboro, Ill., and M. 

Sgt. Milton A. King, Huntington Beach, Calif., would 

process continuing information on the status of missiles, 

bombers, tankers and weapons. 

 

Compact Staff 
 

    It is a small, compact battle staff. It is able to do the 

job said Martin. 

    But as SACôs chief planner he would like to see it 

made larger. Both Gen. Bruce K. Holloway, SAC Com-

mander-in-Chief, and Gen. John D. Ryan, Air Force 

Chief of Staff, agree. 

    All hope that jumbo jets will take over the airborne 

command post role some day. 

         ñEverybody accepts the idea,ò said Gen. Ryan, but 

ñit is a matter of economics. The money isnôt available  
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SAC Battle Staff in Sky from Page 4 

See SAC Battle Staff in Sky on Page 8 



 

  
THANK YOU MESSAGES 

RECEIVED  
 

     

Editors Note: The following two emails were received by  

Fred Kemp, PACCS Memorial Chairman: The first  is 

from Larry Morrison of Doddôs Monuments in Xenia, 

Ohio.  The second is from Ron Resh, Coordinator of the 

SAC Memorial Project. 

 

 

Good morning Fred:  

 

     I just received your letter this morning and want to 

thank you again for the opportunity to have helped in the 

planning and implementation of your memorial bench. 

Itôs an honor to help preserve the legacy of the PACCS  

Association  and for the members to pass on the heritage 

and dedication to their country when they probably 

couldnôt even talk about what they did to help protect this 

great nation. 

 

    May the LORD CONTINUE TO PROTECT YOU 

AND YOUR FAMILY AND THOSE ASSOCIATED 

WITH THE GROUP. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Larry 

 

 

*******  

 

 

Fred, 

 

    Thanks very much for sending the materials and info 

re your memorial dedication. Looks like a first class job 

through and through. The bench is strikingly well done, 

the coin is beautiful and the reunion/dedication program 

is a real keeper. Thanks also for the very touching letter 

of thanks from the Board. I was only too happy to be of 

some help. Sorry I couldnôt be there for the actual dedi-

cation but I look forward to viewing the bench the next 

time Iôm out at the Museum. 

 

Warm regards, 

 

Ron 
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NEW LAW AUTHORIZES  

VETERANSô SALUTES  

DURING  NATIONAL  ANTHEM  
 

Ed. Note: This Information was obtained from an E-9ers 

forwarded email thanks to Fred Kemp. 

     

WASHINGTON (Oct. 30, 2008)-Veterans and active-

duty military not in uniform can now render the military-

style hand salute during the playing of the national an-

them, thanks to changes in federal law that took effect 

this month. 

 

    ñThe military salute is a unique gesture of respect that 

marks those who have served in our nationôs armed 

forces,ò said Secretary of Veterans Affairs Dr. James B. 

Peake. This provision allows the application of that 

honor in all events involving our nationôs flag.ò 

 

    The new provision improves upon a little known 

change in federal law last year that authorized veterans to 

render the military-style hand salute during the raising, 

lowering or passing of the flag, but it did not address sa-

lutes during the national anthem. Last yearôs provision 

also applied to members of the armed forces while not in 

uniform. 

 

    Traditionally, members of the nationôs veterans service 

organizations have rendered the hand-salute during the 

national anthem and at events involving the national flag 

while wearing their organizationôs official head-gear.  

 

    The most recent change, authorizing hand-salutes dur-

ing the national anthem by veterans and out-of-uniform 

military personnel was sponsored by Sen. Jim Inhofe of 

Oklahoma, an Army veteran. It was included in the De-

fense Authorization Act of 2008, which President Bush 

signed on Oct. 14. 

 

PACCS Memorial Bench 


