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Greetings and a Happy 2010 to each of you! Well,

we are only about eight months from our next

get

together and our Seattle reunion is really shaping up

to be a great event. If you have not signed up y

et or

are undecided, please take a few minutes to look| over
what has been planned and come on out and join us.

In the past month | have been contacted by

two

former crew dogs from my time with Looking Glass.

Both contacted me because of the website and
soon be joining our ranks. The new site we ha

may
e is

top-notch and is key to our getting the word out on
what we are about and the things that we do as an

association.

As we approach our next reunion, now is the time
that we begin to prepare topics for our business meet-

ing. We will need to decide on the reunion for 2

012

and we will need someone to take charge of planning

that event. If you live in a place or have an idea
you think would be a good location for us to

that
go,
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please bring it to the meeting for us to discuss. Srouli
you be unable to make the reunion and have an idea )
suggestion, either email or snail mail me and | will gladly Board of Directors

add it to the discussion.

Now is also the time to start thinking about nomj|na-
tions for positions on the Board of Directors. In our nex
newsletter | will have a draft agenda for our businesg
meeting so, once again, if you have a topic that needs fo! reasurer Steve Leazer
be brought up to the membership, please let me know.

2008-2010

r

President Jim Dart
abncp@earthlink.net
Vice -President Fred Kemp

fkemp8367@aol.com

ec_135paccs@verizon.net

Secretary Wilton Curtis

There is one final note | would like to share with you. wcurtis135@aol.com
For the past eight months | have had the honor and privg ; ;
lege to serve in Afghanistan as a DOD Civilian. The President Emeritus Jack Suggs
young men and women servihg in todayds military woul
make each of you proud. | have seen the youth of tod Appointed Officers
perform admirably in an austere environment against e;r
aggressive enemy; they never shy away and failure is ngt
in their vocabulary. No matter the event or obstacle, they Chaplain Jim Simons
rise to the challenge and overcome. | see Air Force ment-
bers every day working and doing things that are not traf Historian Greg Ogletree
ditionally thought of as Air Force jobs but they do them
In an exemplary manner. PACCS Memorial Fred Kemp

These Airmen of today are writing the next chapter inf Committee Norman Goetz
our history and | can tell you it will be filled with selflgss Jack Suggs
courage and a commitment to duty that helps make our
Air Force and our military second to none. Please keepReunion Planner Deb Laughery
al | our Service members| sjlerving in harmds way in yo
prayers and God Bless America. Web Master Jim Bostick

Keeping the Glass Flying

Mel Lehto

I remember when we took off in a BAD, BAD snow members.
storm. Gen. on board said he would not launch his bomi}
ers in this...But off we went. We had to land at andthe majiing address, newsletter articles or recommendationd
base as Offutt was closed to landing A/C. The A/C weg 1o:
relieved, relieved us. Then, we relieved them. That is th¢
way Looking Glass stayed in the air. When the|wx SAC ACCA

cleared we finally landed at Offutt.

Another time the road was flooded between Capehat Richmond, VA 23238026
housing and the base. They flew the guys by chopper that

lived in Capehart housing to the base.
So it goes. We had an R.O. that had a broken leg

We were short handed then. Memories...

n p c/o Steve Leazer, Treasurer
cast and was using crutches so we helped him on boar

www.sacC -acca.org

This newsletter is published three times per year by the
Strategic Air Command Airborne Command Control
Association (SAC ACCA) and is free to Association

Information, general correspondence, changes of

c/o Wilton Curtis, Secretary
2319 Pleasant Run Dr.
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EARLY HISTORY OF SAC
AIRBORNE COMMAND POST

Tom Hardin

Editors Note: In the late fall, after first noticing public
for SAC ACCAOG6s 2010 reu

eral contacts and exchanges of information between us

Tom took the time to write some recollections of his

in the early history of the ABNCP. A WWII veteran pilot

of the 303rd Bomb Group (H) who completed 35
sions over enemy territory flyingBr/s as well as add
tional missions over North Korea in-Bs in 1950, h
was assigned to SAC in 1948 eventually retiring in 1
as a MajorCommand Pilot (Total flying time: 11,4
hours; 14 medals including DFC). While stationed at
SAC at Offutt from 1957961 he was involved in obtai
ing approval and funding for all SAC aircraft electro
equipment modifications except ECM Electronic
Counter Measures.

| was assigned to the Communication/Electronics
tion, Requirements Division, Director of Operations,
SAC. In 1957, a representative from an electronic ec
ment manufacturer visited HQ SAC and was route
me. His company had developed a high power
transmitter which provided 1000 watts FM or 250 w
AM. After many meetings a test program was approv

This transmitter and companion receiver were insts
in an Offutt AFB KG135 which would orbit in the vicin
ity of the base at 30,000 feet while | orbited about
miles west of Offutt at the same altitude in 83. | had
a portable recorder and recorded the conversations
the UHFequipped 135; they could not hear my conve
tion at that distance. Several of these flights/record
were submitted to the Operations/Engineering Se
(OES) at Castle AFB for evaluation and approval.

After OES, SAC and USAF approval the Airbo
Command Post concept funding was provided and
craft modifications began. K35 modifications 00
curred at Oklahoma City Air Material AreaDCAMA -
which provided the personnel and work area in their
-long, windowless facility.

In addition to Offutt, other ABNCP aircraft were a
modified and assigned to 2nd, 8th and 15th Air Fo
Ling TemceVaught- LTV - modified the B47 aircraft-
code name, Pipe Cleaner. The first ABNCP had a t
four seats and four controllers who had access to
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ABNCP capability so additional K@35 aircraft wers
modified and stationed at Andrews AFRBaircraft call
sign, Nightwatch.

During my four years at HQ SAC, | was probably
away more than at home visiting aircraft manufactuyers,
equipment manufacturers, aircraft modification centers
and USAF bases. Since | made many test flights |after
sepair er modificatiore Inwasfvery sucgessfuhigobtainng -
an airplane for these generally eti@y TDY trips. On
many of these visits | flew-B3 jet trainers. On one occa-
sion, Offuttds main runway
mulation but knowing the Air Officer of the Day, he di-
rected the snow plow to make one sweep about as| wide
as the landing gear of a33 and | got off OK.

When possible, electronic equipment was miniaturized
due to spaceeight considerations. At some point|in
time, VLF equipment and very long, trailing wire anten-
nas were installed. Single side band HF equipment manu-
factured by Collins Radio, Cedar Rapids, lowa was |also
installed.

| have no idea of the total cost of the ABNCP program
but suspect it was in the billions of dollars. There were
the expenses of aircraft being diverted from the X35
tanker and BA47 fleets and personnel and fuel contributed
to the final costs, as well.
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Tom Hardin on righiMeeting with ECI Reps at St. Petersburg, B
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equipment. HQ USAF determined they also needed

Tom Hardin third from left ABNCP Equipment visible inside door




