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FROM THE PRESIDENT  
 
    Response to the placement of a PACCS 
Memorial at the National Museum of the 
United States Air Force has been most 
encouraging. The memorial will play an 
important role in òPreserving the Legacy of 
PACCS.ó 
 
    In the same spirit, with the reunion less 
than a year away, now is the time for your 
input on the future of the association. To 
maintain the heritage and effectiveness of 
SAC ACCA, we must plan for its continuity  
as a viable organization. Towards that end, 
job descriptions of the Offices of President 
and Treasurer are printed elsewhere in this 
newsletter. Those of the Secretary and the 
Reunion Planner have appeared in previous 

editions.  
 
    Both past and current officers have shown 
and continue to demonstrate the leadership 
and devotion necessary for an effective op -
eration. However, the lifeblood of any group 
is an active participation by its membership. 
Is there anyone interested in running for 
office? New and younger members are needed 
to carry on. With your support, we can be 
assured that our organization will continue 
to grow.  

 
 

  

    PACCS MEMORIAL  
 
        Thanks to your support and the hard 
work of the PACCS Memorial Committee, 
very ably chaired by Fred Kemp, a contract 
for the Memorial Bench has been signed 
with Doddõs Monuments of Xenia, Ohio. 
The granite has been ordered and a proof of 
the artwork and lettering is being prepared 
to send to the National Museum of the 
United States Air Force for approval.  
         
     As our President -Emeritus, Jack Suggs, 

has so eloquently stated, òThis is an excit-
ing time for all of us who were involved with 
the LOOKING GLASS and PACCS operation 
for all those years. It was an awesome re-
sponsibility and all of you made your mark 
in the history of that programé Providing 
the Memorial will be the crowning peak in 
the history of the SAC PACCS.ó 
 
    Fred also reports the good news that we 
now have sufficient donations to cover the   

(Continued on page 4)  
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This newsletter is published three times per year by the 

Strategic Air Command, Airborne Command Control 

Association (SAC ACCA) and is free to Association 

members. 
 

Information, general correspondence, changes of mailing 

address, newsletter articles or recommendations to: 
 

SAC ACCA 

c/o Wilton Curtis, Secretary 

2319 Pleasant Run Dr. 

Richmond, VA 23238-3026 
 

Renewals & New Membership to: 
 

SAC ACCA 

c/o Steve Leazer, Treasurer 

6141 Bagley Avenue 

Twentynine Palms, CA 92277-2502 

2006 ¹ 2008  
 

Board of Directors  
 

President    Jim Kroskey  
                                                                                  ctr93889@centurytel.net   

Vice President   Jim Dart  
                                                                                   abncp@earthlink.net                  

Treasurer    Steve Leazer  
            ec-135paccs@thegrid.net  
 

Secretary    Wilton Curtis  
                                wcurtis135@aol.com  
 

President Emeritus  Jack Suggs  
 

Appointed Officers  
 

Historian    Greg Ogletree  
 

Reunion 2008           Rick Cabeen  

Planners                      Jim Dart  
 
PACCS Memorial          Fred Kemp   

   Committee          fkemp8367@aol.com  
                                      Norman Goetz                                                                            

                                    Jack Suggs                                         
   

Reunion Site/Date  

Dayton, Ohio/Oct. 15 -19, 2008  

 

 

 

òGlassó Memory 
By Bill Doyle, M/G, USAF, Retired  

 
    My thirty -four wonderful Air Force years 
(virtually all in, and supportive of, SAC) ended 
1 July 1989. As SAC DCS/IN (October 82 -July 
89) I had the privilege of flying 339 Glass mis-
sions as AEAO. (I recall M/G Jack Watkins 
logged over 900 missions.)  
 
     Of all these flights one was clearly tops. De -
parting Offutt AFB, the gear wouldnõt retract. 

Away we went trying every fix with no joy.  
 
    Turns out SAC was engaged in a major 
comm exercise and we were in the middle of it. 
After an hour or so with gear still fully down, it 
was decided that we would complete the mis-
sion as is, get several refuelings and press on.  
 
    What a ride! Ever refuel with the gear down?  
Our A/C, (òCrashó Johnson?), was incredible. 
Approaching the tanker at altitude and steady-
ing the Glass was somewhat exciting at first -
real rock and roll. By the time we got to refuel-
ing number three or four, òCrashó had it down 
perfectly.  
 
    Eight -plus hours of this noisy, rocky CPX - 
driven Glass mission finally ended, thus dem-
onstrating again the superior professionalism 
of our SAC crew. No wonder we won!  
 

******  

 

 

  PLEASE CONSIDER WRITING A 
STORY FOR THE FLYER. YOUR 
RECOLLECTIONS OF EXPERI-

ENCES HELP TO CONTINUE THE 
LEGACY OF PACCS.  

 
(Ed. Comment: Thanks go to Major General 
Doyle for providing the interesting recollection 
printed above and to Quinton Jones for his story 
about maintaining the aircraftõs communication 
systems -  See the article on page 3.)  

 



 

 

     

  MAINTAINING THE MISSION  
By Quinton Johns  

 
    While at Ellsworth AFB, EC -135A aircraft,  
No. 61 -0262, was known as òtwo sick twoó and 
later, òtoo sick too." We RMõs had to revert to 
òbrogan maintenanceó on many of the A-model 
flights to keep the AN/ARC -89 transmitters and 
receivers up and running.  
 
    On more than one occasion, while flying off 
the coast of California during a Minuteman 
launch from VD (Vandenberg), we had to em-
ploy the #1 transmitter because it utilized the 
lower antenna located on the underside of the 
aircraft which provided better signal strength to 
the ground site. A firm tap on the MX -3533 
Synthesizer resolved many tuning problems 
that resulted in successful launches.  
 
(Ed. Note: A picture of 61 -0262 appeared in the 
October 2007  issue of the FLYER. The plane is  
on static display at the South Dakota Air & 
Space Museum at  Ellsworth AFB, S.D.)  

 
**********  
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EC-135C, No. 63 -8049  
UPDATE  

 
    In September 2004, SAC ACCA members 
attending the Associationõs reunion in Omaha 
were afforded the opportunity to board this 
aircraft. Special safety arrangements were re-
quired since it was not accessible to the pub-
lic and considered to be in storage.  
 

     Unfortunately, the plane continues to re-
main positioned behind the Strategic Air and 
Space Museum building complex on the edge 
of the employee parking lot with its wings re-
moved. Contact  with the museumõs new Ex-
ecutive Director, Mr. John McLean, revealed 
that current restoration on a B -29 which will 
require another two years to complete and the 
lack of funds to restore the EC -135C are why 
it remains stored in its present position.  
 
    He  indicated that they would like to not 
only restore the exterior of the plane but the 
interior as well. Using Plexiglas shielding, the 
public would be able to walk through the air-
craft to view the Battle Staff compartment. 
Such an extensive renovation can not begin 
until sufficient funds have been donated 
which he estimates would likely cost between 
$600,000 -$750,000.  
 
    Realistically, the earliest start -time would 
likely be no sooner than 2010 and might be 
five or more years from now. Once begun, the 
probable time for completing such an exten-

sive restoration could be three to four years.  
 
    A former B -52 pilot, he expressed a strong 
interest in the project but noted the need for  
donations. At present, there are almost none. 
Contributions to the museum should indicate  
that they are for the òEC-135C Restoration.ó 
 

Strategic Air & Space Museum  
28210 West Park Highway  

Ashland, NE 68003  
 
 

    Maureen Cooley and family wishes to  
 thank the members of the Association for the 

card of condolence and flowers sent  
 in memory of CMS David R. Cooley.  

 
**********  

 
ASSOCIATIONAL DUES  

REMINDER  

 
CHECK  THE YEAR , FOUND IN  

PARENTHESES ON YOUR MAILING   

LABEL,  TO DETERMINE IF YOU ARE 
CURRENT. IT SHOULD READ (08) OR 
LATER. USE THE ENCLOSED ANNUAL 

DUES FORM TO UPDATE YOUR MEM-
BERSHIP. BE SURE TO NOTE ANY 

CHANGES IN THE INFORMATION.  
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(Continued from page 1)  

total costs of the bench. In fact, donations 
have continued to the point the SAC ACCA 
Board is now proposing  that consideration be 
given to placing a second, larger memorial at 
the museum sometime in the future. This is  
contingent upon members input and a number 
of factors that include the museum opening a 
new area for memorials, the final amount of 
monies donated and the projected expenses of 
such a large project.  

  
    Please contact the PACCS Memorial Com-
mittee, as soon as possible, with your 
thoughts, ideas  and recommendations.  
 

PACCS Memorial Study Group  
Fred Kemp, Chairman  

2356 S. Orchard View Drive  
Green Valley, AZ 85614 -1400  

 
********  

 

Map of the National Museum of the United States Air Force  



 

 

 

 

 

PACCS MEMORIAL CONTRIBUTORS  
 

 
 
 
                Dale and Jolinda Balmer                                                   
                Stanley and Betsy Beck  
                Henry and Linda Carriger  
                Thomas and Betty Cantarano  

                Marcel -Henri Claing  
                Maureen Cooley in memory  
                    of CMS David Cooley  
                Wilton and Patricia Curtis  
                James and Karen Dart  
                William and Patricia Dodds  
                Richard and Clara Doolittle  
                Thomas and Frances Easley  
                Norman and Cindy Ellard  
                Billy and Barbara Ellis  
                John and Ann Francis  
                Lamar Gill  
                Norman and Dalene Goetz  
                Richard Hermans  
                Clifford and Beverly Jackson  
                Charles Jones  
                Fredrick and Sandra Kemp  
                Medra L. Keyser in memory  
                    of Col Richard S. Wallace  
                John and Jean Kilpatrick  
                Thomas Kirkham  
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Hugh and Patricia Kleinhenz  
James and Bonnie Knapp  
Jim and Betty Kroskey  
Steve and Mary Leazer  

Richard and Marjory Leech  
Donald and Faye McClain  
William and Barbara Meyer  
John and Ruth Miller  
Larry and Susan Mitchell  
James and Betty Murphy  
Miyuki and Kazuko Ohshita  
John and Mary Reed  
Grover (Bud) Powell  
Shirley Segrist in memory  
    Of CMS Duane Segrist  
Sam and Jerrie Silvers  
Irene Skipworth in memory  
    of Col Billy Skipworth  
Clifford and Eileen Sonberg  
Harold Starnes  
Gerald and Maureen Stewart  
Jack and Jan Suggs  
Marjory G. Wann in memory  
    of LTC Bob Wann  
Charles and Pat Woodward  


